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the bay to the port of Smyrna, and after setting most
of the Turkish craft harboured there on fire, the Christian
host landed safely on the narrow strip of land skirting the
coast at the foot of the hill which was crowned by a castle
on the site of the ancient Acropolis. In spite of the pre-
cariousness of their position, the invaders remained masters
of the harbour and finally seized the town itself on the
hillside and the Muslims among its inhabitants were
massacred1 on 28 October 1344. Nevertheless, it is
to be noted that the highest fort on the hill was too diffi-
cult to approach and remained in Turkish hands during
the whole period of the Latin occupation of the city.
This easy capture of Smyrna by the Latins despite its
natural, strength, needs some explanation. In the first
place, the town was inadequately defended at the time,
and * Umar Bey's absence2 with the bulk of his army
must have depleted its garrison to the point of insecurity.
In the second place, the contemporary accounts indicate
that the main stronghold on the hilltop was too far removed
from the centre of the town and that there were no strong
walls, in the Western sense, surrounding the lower quar-
ters. In the third place, its inhabitants were mainly
Christian merchants who were not disposed to assist in the
defence. Jn the fourth place, it would be an error to
magnify the military strength of the petty amirs who had an
unstable hold on their segregated amlrates in Asia Minor
and who, further, fought against one another. Collaboration
among them and control by a centralized state from above
were not among the features of their government. That
the consolidation of the Ottoman power in Asia Minor
during the sultanate of Orkhan and even later did not exist,
is a thesis which appears to be proved beyond doubt.3 It
will be shown a little later in this study that some of the
Muslim amirs on the southern coast of Asia Minor were so
1 Dani, Penise, I, 598.
2 Ibn Battuta, II, 311-12, states that 'Umar Bey was ultimately killed in
leading one of the attacks on the invaders, although it is difficult to define
which, of these attacks was really meant by the Arab traveller.
3 This is H. A. Gibbons's thesis in Appendix B to his Foundation of the
Ottoman Empire, 277-302.